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(Pacific can get more done in a one hour meeting th an (Pacific can get more done in a one hour meeting th an 
in months of email exchanges)

Tongan composting toilets
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Smoking and young people

HIV and AIDS in Zim

Probability and risk perception
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Our President is an ex officio member of the Prime 
Minister’s Science, Innovation and Engineering Council 
(PMSEIC), and this allows FASTS to contribute to 
discussions at the highest levels in policy-making in 
Australia.
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Annual event that began in 1999Annual event that began in 1999

"Science meets Parliament" (SmP) brings up to 200 scientists from 
all over the country for face-to-face meetings and forums with 
Parliamentarians in Canberra. For an entire day, Federal 
Parliament lives and breathes science in a series of meetings and 
events which also allow the scientists unparalleled opportunities to 
witness national decision making at first hand, and to inform this 
process on important scientific issues.

In 2004, the success of SmP was recognised when its founder, Dr 
Ken Baldwin, was awarded the Australian Government Eureka 
Prize for Promoting Understanding of Science – which is awarded 
to individuals or groups for outstanding works of science 
communication.
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Two Day eventTwo Day event

Day 1 - scientists get a feel for the policy-making 
process

�������
���	�����	�������� �������������
��
���
���

����������	���
��������
��������������	�������
�	�� ��
��
�
������
�	�������
����
�������	��	��	����	
�
������

13



!����
"���������#��������������
������������������!����
"���������#��������������
������������������
�������������

14



15



Do not go up there and whinge about how important Do not go up there and whinge about how important 
you think your mouse model is and how you need 
money

So from a list of 20 or so science areas, those who ’ve 
done it a few time tend to choose1 to 2, new politi cians 
tend to chose 4 or 5)   - implication is they are 
becoming more discerning as their involvement 
continues
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Samoan power structure
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Samoan power structure

LIVE FISH



Difficult even accessing a lot of it (or finding ou t if it exists)
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Difficult even accessing a lot of it (or finding ou t if it exists)

Note TOO, THIS REPORT WAS RUN QUICKLY, AND FROM CANBERRA



Rivers flow across borders
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Rivers flow across borders

Oceans are not politically bounded



(within and between Pac Ilsnad Nations – no point in mooting some 
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(within and between Pac Ilsnad Nations – no point in mooting some 
thoeretcially perfect plan if not realisitcally implementable



(within and between Pac Ilsnad Nations – no point in mooting some 
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(within and between Pac Ilsnad Nations – no point in mooting some 
thoeretcially perfect plan if not realisitcally implementable

EDUCATION POLICY - Perhaps most broadly relevant and successful of the processes 
and systems for ed policy may serve as insiration for sci/tech policy development
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