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Overview: Lessons Learned

 Where had UK SD policy got to by 20047

 What was our approach to the new SD strategy?

 What the 2005 SD Strategy seeks to do

3 yearson - how are we doing?
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Where had earlier SD Strategies taken us?

UK one of first countries to develop national SD Strategy

1992 SD Strategy: tried to provide an overview pulling
together existing policies and some new Iinitiatives.

Yearly updates on progress, but no embedding of SD
approach or significant development of SD indicators.

1999 SD Strategy: focus on quality of life. SD indicators
(15 headline indicators,147 indicators in total). Further
elaboration on what SD means. Annual reports.

But range of views taken on what SD means and often
policy decisions only addressed one of the three pillars
of SD: other issues traded off or ignored.

Social pillar rarely addressed. Securing the future



National Consultation on new SD Strategy 2004

* Progress reviewed: mixed picture and SD not embedded

« Extensive stakeholder consultation: across government,
business community and civil society

* Realisation SD was also about changing behaviour in
public and private sector

 Need to move beyond rhetoric to action on the ground
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Securing the Future

Published 7th March 2005

Sets out a vision of sustainable
development through to 2020

Focus on moving from words
Into actions — e.g. Government
showing it is serious about
delivery through leadership by
example

Developed to ensure action
across the UK: national,
regional and local levels

Read it at: www.sustainable-
development.qov.uk

@ HM Government
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Launched at the highest level
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UK Sustainable development goal

The goal of sustalnable development,

set out In the Government's updated

strategy, Is to enable all paople

throughout the word to satisfy

their basic needs and enjoy a Environment
better quality of Iife, without N
compromising the quality of g m;:“ of

life of future generations. » Efficlent use of energy

Economy
#sustalnable
* Innovathie
# producthee
s high levels of
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Five guiding principles

Living Within Ensuring a S5trong,
Environmental Limits Healthy and Just Society

Respecting the limits of the planet's Meeting the diverse needs of all
environment, resources and people in existing and future
biodiversity — to improve our communities, promoting personal
environment and ensure that the wellbeing, social cohesion and
natural resources needed for life inclusion, and creating equal
are unimpaired and remain so for opportunity for all.
future generations.

Achieving a Promoting Good Using Sound Science
Sustainable Economy Governance Responsibly
Building a strong, stable and Actively promoting effective, Ensuring policy is developed
sustainable economy which provides | participative systems of governance and implemented on the basis
prosperity and opportunities for all, in all levels of society — of strong scientific evidence, whilst
and in which environmental and engaging people’s areativity, taking into account scientific
social costs fall on those who impose enerdgy, and diversity. uncertainty (through the
them (polluter pays), and efficient precautionary principle) as well
resource use is incentivised. as public attitudes and values.

We want to achieve our goals of living within environmental limits and
a just society, and we will do it by means of a sustainable economy,

good governance and using sound science.
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Priorities and approach

Priorities:
Sustainable consumption and production
Climate change and energy
Protection of natural resources and environmental enhancement
Creating sustainable communities
And three key elements to our approach.....
Involving people
Government leading by example

Getting serious about delivery
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“One planet economy”

Reducing environmental impacts of our
consumption and production patterns

National action plan on sustainable public
procurement - £160 billion a year

Integrated products agenda

A continued drive to improve resource efficiency
and reduce waste and harmful emissions across
business sectors

A new push to influence consumption patterns,
including proposals for new advice for consumers
such as “Environment Direct”
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Climate change: the effects could transform the

physical and human geography of the planet...

Global temperature change (relative to pre industri al)

0C 1C 2C 3C
Food Falling crop yields in many areas, partlcular
developing regions

Possible rising yields Falling yields in m
some high latitude re developed reglon

Significant decreases
availability in many ar
including Mediterrane
Southern Africa

Water Small glaciers
disappear —
supplies threa
several areas

Ecosystems
Extensive Da Rising number of species face exti*
to Coral Reef

Extreme

Weather Rising intensity of storms, forest fires, droughts, floodi

Sea level rise
threatens major

Risk of Abrupt and .

R Increasing risk of dangerous feed
J abrupt, large-scale shifts in the cli

Changes
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Confronting the greatest threat

Reduce emissions of greenhouse gases
Prepare for unavoidable changes in climate

Reviewed UK Climate Change Programme
strengthened mitigation and adaption policies

Climate change legislation — mandatory carbon targets
aiming for 80% reduction by 2050

Launch of the Climate Change Communications
Initiative with funding of at least £12 million over the period
2005-08

Government offsetting carbon dioxide emissions from

official air travel Securing the future
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A future without regrets

Better understanding of environmental limits
Tackling degraded natural resources and environmental
iInequalities
Developed a clear vision and coherent approach

for the UK to the protection and enhancement of
natural resources — ecosystems approach

Launching Environmental Stewardship to
incentivise farmers to deliver environmental benefits

Addressing problems of degraded resources and
environmental and health inequalities in the UK
through planning, regeneration and closer working
between Defra, DH and CLG
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Creating Sustainable Communities

and a fairer world

Delivering sustainable development at the local level
Promoting sustainable development internationally
through improved aid relationships with partners

Putting sustainable development at the
heart of land use planning

Tackling local inequalities holistically — with a
focus on addressing local environmental
inequalities

New community empowerment opportunities —
Together We Can - and better neighbourhood
structures to improve local services

Support developing countries to improve the
opportunities for environmental sustainability to be
integrated into poverty reduction programmes
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Engagement campaign:

Clear ‘call to action’

*CO2 focussed

Linked directly to climate change,
but more about the solutions not
the problems

*Flexible — capable of being
applied to a range of issues, by a

range of organisations



Sustainable primary school design

Riverhead Infants’, Kent

Visualisation of the
Olympic site






June 2006: Streamlined, stretching and outcome-
focused targets for the Government estate

Central Government’s office estate to be carbon
neutral by 2012

*Reduce carbon emissions by 30% by 2020
*Recycle 75 per cent of the waste by 2020
*Reduce the waste generated by 25 per cent by 2020

*Reduce water consumption by 25 per cent by 2020









*SD dialogue programme underway with
China, India, Mexico, Brazil, South Africa



Sustainable
Procurement &
Operations Board
Management of the
government estate

X

SPOB Working
Group
Guidance and good
practice on estate
management

Operations

Ministerial Committee on
Economic Development

Sub-Committee on Environment

and Energy (ED(EE)

International and Domestic Policy

on environment and energy

- *1 Delivery of 2005 UK SD

Sustainable
Development
Programme Board-

Strategy

—  Direct Reporting
............ Possible Inputs

Sustainable
Development Policy
Working Group
N SD action plans;
reporting;
communications

Policy

International Sustainable
Development Fund Programme
Board

International



*\Watchdog role on Policy
and Operations

*Also advice and capacity-
building






*68 Indicators

eSimple presentation
Traffic light’ assessments
International reputation

48,000 copies since July



Package to respond to skills gap in Defra
Film on putting SD into practice
“Stockwatch” game on our website

Visual dynamic tool to make sustainability assessment
In Regulatory Impact Assessment come to life. Tool
explains that policymakers are not aiming to ‘balance’
Impacts but to mitigate the negative and increase the
neutral and positive impacts.



o Creates a diagram
showing the impacts of
a policy

o Easy to spot ‘bites’ in
the web

e Simple visual way of
showing others

www.defra.qov.uk/
sustainable/think




e Our aim is to produce 'high guality, evidence-based
strategy and policy development'

e Sustainable policy-making achieves this through:

1.

promoting a cross-departmental approach, requiring policy
makers to consider impacts and opportunities outside their
own business area, and to contribute to wider Government
goals

encouraging creative and innovative solutions by requiring
policy makers to look wider than they would usually do

a focus on the long term - a counterbalance to shorter
term, political timescales. This should help redress issues
of lack of public trust in decision makers

reducing policy and implementation risk



Collaboration between research councils,
government, non-government
organisations

Aim: to bring together the providers of
evidence and the policymakers

Looking at issues through SD prism

Easy to interest the science community
less so the policymakers....



SuUCCesses:

e Developed coherent SD policy across government

* Robust SD indicators

« Effective governance structures

 Some good examples of SD policy on the ground
Challenges:

« Embedding SD into policymaking processes

e Strengthening relationships between research and policy
« Changing mindsets of businesses and consumers

o Other political priorities: economic downturn




For more information go to:
www.sustainable-development.gov.uk

www.sd-research.orqg.uk
www.defra.gov.uk




